
Anniston Army Depot

Restoration Advisory Board

March 12, 2007

Anniston City Meeting Center

Anniston, Alabama 36201

CO-CHAIR:   Ms. Ann Worrell (sitting in for COL Alexander B. Raulerson); Dr. Barry Cox

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dr. Thomas Baucom; Mr. Walter Frazier; Mr. Ronald Grant; Mr. Glenn Ray (sitting in for Mr. James Hall & Dr. Mary Harrington);  Ms. Helen Leatherwood, Mr. Keith Campbell (sitting in for Mr. Wayne Livingston);  Mr. Jim Miller; Mr. John-David Reaves; Mr. Garrett Smith; Dr. David Steffy

MEMBERS ABSENT:   Mr. David Baker; Mr. Jack Boydston; Mr. Eli Henderson; (no designated representatives) Dr. Fred May; Ms. Denise Mims (excused); Ms. Landholm.
CALL TO ORDER:

Dr. Barry Cox called the meeting to order shortly after 6:00 P.M.  After welcoming everyone to the quarterly meeting, he explained how the RAB conducts the meeting, i.e., the RAB formal business meeting and then the opportunity for audience concerns and questions.   The roll was called and members present and absent are listed above.   The visitors were then asked to introduce themselves.  After acknowledgement that Ms. Leatherwood had been shown as both present and absent at the December meeting, Ms. McKinney told the board that the minutes would be corrected to reflect Ms. Leatherwood’s absence.  The minutes were then approved.

 Mrs. McKinney followed up concerning the three members that had been sent letters offering ex-officio status.  She reported that Mr. Pete Conroy stated that he wanted to be kept informed and would accept ex-officio status; Mr. Hall stated that he wanted to continue to attend the meetings.  However, Mr. Parker had not responded to the letter or phone calls, so it was recommended that he be dropped.  It was also pointed out that there are other members that will need to be looked at in the near future.  Also, there was an application from Mr. Campbell that would be reviewed and voted on in the next meeting.  

Mr. Dilip Kothari, an ANAD Environmental Engineer, introduced himself and discussed the agenda for the meeting, which included an update for the sampling at Coldwater Springs and 2006 semi-annual sampling for the off-site wells, the Operable Unit-One (OU-1) Path Forward and the ammunition storage area (ASA) monitoring.  

Using slides, Mr. Kothari displayed the Coldwater Spring sampling results from November 2006 through January 2007.  He also discussed the results from the October 2006 sampling of the Offsite Wells and Background Well.  During the month of October 2006, a dry season, the TCE concentration levels in the Background Wells reached 23 parts per billion.  Mr. Kothari stated that, beginning April 2007, six solid waste management units (SWMU), numbers 5, 8, 10, 11, 27 and 35, will be monitored for nine years.  The monitoring will include metals and other contaminants of concern. During that period, there are two five-year reviews planned - the fifth year and the beginning of the tenth year.  There was some issue with the high turbidity in the ground water in those wells due to high clay content in the area.  However, this was addressed during the last partnering meeting and has been resolved with proposed low flow sampling.  

He discussed the options for the OU-1 Path Forward.   One option, currently being followed, is to prepare the Technical Impracticability (TI) Waiver and a Record of Decision (ROD).  Or, select Phase II Feasibility Study (FS), a more detailed study of the source areas.  He described various technologies available and the RAB members held a brief discussion concerning the options. Mr. Kothari continued with the details of the options and called for questions.

Mr. Walter Frazier, referring to the sampling reports, questioned whether there was any major digging in the area during the time frame of the sampling, such as the construction of Kronospan in Eastaboga.  Several RAB members joined the discussion whether major moving of the dirt in that area might have influenced the sampling results.  Mr. James Miller stated that generally, the high readings relate to wet weather.

Mr. Ron Lagrone, SAIC, was introduced to present the Western Industrial Area (WIA) OU-5 investigation results.  Mr. Lagrone stated that field operations had been executed and results were now being reported.  Using slides, Mr. Lagrone detailed the different areas within the WIA.  He stated the utility area, which has been in the industrial operations area since the 40’s, has been the major focus of the investigation.  He pointed out the locations of where sediment samples were obtained as well as a monitoring well near two springs.  The Defense Reutilization and Marketing Offices (DRMO) was the subject of an investigation in 2004, and results are available, so only a minimum amount of time was spent there.  Soil samples were taken at the old storage yard.  He then pointed out SWMUs 18, 37, 46 and 48 in the WIA and provided a summary of activities. He identified the location of monitoring wells and soil gas points.  

 With sampling results, it was determined what the scope of the ANAD OU-5 SI should be.  There are specific areas of interest, targeted soil-gas investigation of suspected areas within the utility area, follow-on sampling of surface and subsurface soil, sediment and water from the temporary monitoring wells (TMW) and sampling of the wells and springs on the western side of the OU-5.  There were certain wells that were not included in the scope of the investigation, including re-examination of wells that had already been monitored, the old sewage treatment plant, and the main DRMO area.  

Results from the monitoring were presented and compared to the Alabama Risk-Based Corrective Action (ARBCA) Guidance Manual to determine the preliminary screening levels for commercial soil and groundwater.  It was noted that many results exceed ARBCA metals screening levels.  Fairly high levels of arsenic were detected in the dry stream north of DRMO.  A discussion then ensued concerning the other locations of arsenic and possible origin. 

Using several slides, Mr. Lagrone discussed the various sampling locations and the results.  In conclusion, arsenic and other inorganics were detected at levels greater than ARBCA commercial soil screening values. Several wells in the Utility Area had Bis(2-Ethylhexyl)phthalate above ARBCA screening values.  Concentrations of arsenic and benzo(a)pyrene exceeding ARBCA commercial soil screening values were present in soil at the Old Storage Yard.  Manganese was detected in surface water at the east and west confluence of Eastaboga Creek.  TCE and related products are present in groundwater at the building 55 area.  TCE and other chlorinated solvents were confirmed present in groundwater near building 10.

Based on the results of the investigation, it was recommended that a Remedial Investigation (RI) of the WIA be conducted.  If the RI is approved, the Tier I partnering team should consider the following: 1. Conduct a soil gas survey and install monitoring wells in the Utility Area. 2.  Install soil borings and analyze samples in selected areas to determine nature and extent of contamination. 3. Collect surface water and sediment samples along Eastaboga Creek to determine whether the WIA has contributed to the migration of contaminants beyond ANAD boundary.  4. Conduct a background evaluation for soil and water to determine whether there is sufficient data from previous investigations or whether additional sampling should be conducted.  5. Perform a human health and ecological risk assessment to evaluate the impact of confirmed contaminants to receptors.  

Ms. Joan McKinney discussed recent Community Outreach programs.  She said that ANAD has developed a Community Outreach Working Group (COWG) composed of several representatives of ANAD, including herself.  The purpose is to develop programs to keep the community informed of activities at ANAD.  She reported on the development of a one-page, front and back FACT SHEET series.  The first one will go to press within the week and will be distributed within the community.  She solicited input from the RAB for future issues as well as ideas for additional outreach projects. 

The June meeting tentative agenda includes the status of the ANAD Sustainability Plan, an ADEM presentation and an OU status report.  

AUDIENCE COMMENTS:    

There were no audience comments.  

ADJOURNMENT:  


It was determined to hold the next meeting on June 11, 2007.

 The meeting was adjourned.
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