
Anniston Army Depot

Restoration Advisory Board

September 20, 2004

Anniston City Meeting Center

Anniston, Alabama 36201

CO-CHAIR:  Mr. Ray Minter (Sitting in for COL Raulerson), Dr. Barry Cox 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mr. Ray Minter (sitting in for COL Alex Raulerson); Mr. David Baker; Dr. Thomas Baucom; Mr. Jack Boydston; Mr. Pete Conroy; Dr. Barry Cox; Mr. Walter Frazier; Mr. Ronald Grant; Mr. Greene (sitting in for Commissioner Eli Henderson); Ms. Dawn Landholm; Ms. Helen Leatherwood; Mr. Bob Fulton (sitting in for Mr. Wayne Livingston); Mr. James Miller; Mr. Roosevelt Parker; Mr. John-David Reaves; Mr. Garrett Smith; Dr. David Steffy.

MEMBERS ABSENT:    Mr. James Hall; Dr. Mary Harrington; Mr. Keith Howland; Mr. Bruce Hutchinson; Mr. Jerry Roberts. (These members did not have designated representatives)

CALL TO ORDER:

        Dr. Cox called the meeting to order shortly after 6:00 P.M.  After welcoming   everyone to the quarterly meeting, he explained how the RAB conducts the meeting, i.e., the RAB formal business meeting and then the opportunity for audience concerns and questions.  The visitors were then asked to introduce themselves.  The roll was called and members present and absent are listed above.  The RAB members reviewed and approved the June 2004 minutes.

PRESENTATIONS:

Mr. Patrick Smith announced that the Anniston Army Depot received the Secretary of the Army Environmental Award and an honorable mention from the Department of Defense for installation restoration.  The plaques were on display for viewing.

He gave a quick overview of the subjects that would be covered in the meeting.  

Using slides and handouts, he discussed the status of the Monthly Sampling Update. He pointed out the most recent data, as of July 04.  In comparison of May, June, and July 04, it revealed consistency, remaining well below the contaminant level of five parts per billion.  These low readings have been consistent over the past two years.  

At the present time, the construction of the air strippers at Coldwater Springs is ahead of schedule.  

                                                                                                                                
Mr. Smith discussed the five-year plan, explaining that in the beginning, three source areas were to be pumped.  Due to operational problems, the three source areas were combined into one centralized treatment plant.  After the five-year review was performed on the centralized plant and the associated well fields in the hot spots areas, the record of decision determined that removing mass to protect human health and the environment was not completely effective.  The recommendation is to continue to evaluate the pump and treat system until the final remedial strategy decision is made.  

He discussed the feasible study and explained that after evaluation of remedial technologies, the most appropriate technology for our site is chosen.   He explained the various factors that must be considered in determining the most appropriate strategy.  He discussed several different approaches.

He then discussed a Technical Impracticability (TI) waiver, which would only apply to that portion of the Southeast Industrial Area (SIA) groundwater where restoration is impracticable.  A TI waiver is normally reviewed every five years unless determined differently in the decision documents.  Outside of the SIA area a remedial strategy to protect human health and the environment would be required. A short discussion ensued concerning potential emerging technology and future reopening the decision and feasibility study in the event of increase of concentrations.  Mr. Smith concluded his presentation by stating there would be no more drilling.

Using slides and handouts, Mr. Dwight Hollon, SAIC, discussed a presentation that would be presented to students in the high schools and middle schools throughout the county.  Mr. Hollon gave his personal background and then proceeded to explain his occupation as a geologist.  He explained his purpose for the presentation, which was to talk about the potential contamination of the drinking water at Coldwater Springs and how to control it.  The RAB members closely scrutinized and critiqued the proposed presentation.  Many comments and suggestions were offered to change the presentation to suit the audience.  An extensive discussion ensued with RAB members providing commentary and opinions on specific verbiage and visual aids.  It was finally determined that Mr. Pete Conroy would take the proposed presentation to Jacksonville University and have the childhood education staff take a look at it and make appropriate changes.  It would be presented at the next RAB meeting.

Mr. Smith introduced Mr. Jim Miller, EPA, to discuss the Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) program.  Mr. Miller explained the various offerings in the program and said the primary use is to hire a technical advisor to help the RAB evaluate technology presented to the EPA.  He outlined the application process and the technical outreach services.  

    AUDIENCE COMMENTS:    



Ms. Wanda Champion from Camp Courage asked about having a grant to help pay for a water and sewage line to her property off Silver Run Road.  She also suggested that the video and song “Pass it on Down”, by the country group Alabama, be a back basis for the presentation to the children in the middle and high schools.  This song shows contamination and other things that they have discussed in the presentation.  She also expressed concern that the presentation includes what effect TCE will have on people, especially the children, who swim or who have swam in Coldwater Creek.  Dr. Barry Cox explained to her that the steps that have been taken to protect the drinking water also protect the water for recreational use.  Ms. Champion also questioned whether any information pertaining to the filters being put up in Coldwater had been printed.  It was stated that they had only been up for two days, however, there had been several articles in the newspaper with diagrams.   

 

ADJOURNMENT:  


Proposed agenda items for the next board meeting include presenting the proposed revised school community outreach program and an update on the progress of the EPA grant.


It was tentatively determined to hold the next meeting on December 6, 2004.

 Dr. Cox received a motion to adjourn; it was seconded and unanimously approved.                  
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