
Anniston Army Depot

Restoration Advisory Board

September 10, 2007

Anniston City Meeting Center

Anniston, Alabama 36201

CO-CHAIR:   Ms. Ann Worrell (sitting in for COL S. B. Keller); Dr. David Steffy (sitting in for Dr. Cox)

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mr. Lucius Burton (sitting in for Mr. David Baker); Dr. Thomas Baucom; Mr. Jack Boydston; Mr. Patrick Prater (sitting in for Mr. Keith Campbell); Mr. Walter Frazier; Mr. Ronald Grant; Ms. Jennifer Yates (sitting in for Mr. Eli Henderson); Mr. Patrick Hall (sitting in for Ms. Dawn Landholm); Mrs. Helen Leatherwood, Mr. Jim Miller; Mr. John-David Reaves; Mr. Garrett Smith; Dr. David Steffy

MEMBERS ABSENT:        Mr. James Hall; Dr. Mary Harrington
CALL TO ORDER:

Dr. David Steffy called the meeting to order shortly after 6:00 P.M.  After welcoming everyone to the quarterly meeting, he explained how the RAB conducts the meeting, i.e., the RAB formal business meeting and then the opportunity for audience concerns and questions.   The roll was called and members present and absent are listed above.   The visitors were then asked to introduce themselves.  After acknowledgement that Ms. Ann Worrell did not co-chair the March meeting, Ms. McKinney told the board that the minutes would be amended to reflect that Mr. Ray Minter co-chaired.  The minutes were then approved.

The meeting began with the announcement of two resignations. These individuals,   Dr. Fred Mays and Ms. Denise Mims, have both moved out of the area.  There were no suggested replacements. Ms. McKinney recommended that there be some discussion concerning members who have been absent and have either not sent representatives or who have continuously sent a representative instead of attending themselves. She reported that Mr. Wayne Livingston, of Oxford Water Works stepped down and has been replaced with Mr. Keith Campbell.  Mr. David Baker has consistently not been in attendance, and therefore, it was suggested that Mr. Lucius Burton, who has been Mr. Baker’s representative, become a member in place of Mr. Baker.  These changes will be made.  

Mr. Ron Grant then raised the lack of attendance of three other members, Mr. James Hall, Dr. Mary Harrington and Mr. Eli Henderson.  He identified the absence record listed in the formal roll calls during the past three years and recommended removal. Each individual was voted on separately and Mr. James Hall and Dr. Mary Harrington were removed from the RAB.  Letters will be sent to these two individuals informing them of their removal. 

While Mr. Henderson has been absent six times in eight meetings, he did have a representative (Ms. Jennifer Yates) at this meeting.  The importance of having County Commission representation was recognized, and a lengthy discussion ensued concerning whether the commission could send representatives on a rotating basis or whether it was required to have a specific individual attend.  Ultimately, a motion was made and carried that Mr. Henderson be removed from the board.  No replacement was suggested.  Ms. Yates indicated she would take this information back to Mr. Henderson. 

Mr. Patrick Smith was introduced to present the agenda for the meeting, which included discussion about private well sampling, Coldwater Spring sampling, the status of the operable units, as well as discussion about the Community Outreach Earth Day.  

Mr. Smith stated that there are currently only 44 private wells, down from 80 in 2000.  Approximately half have gone to city water.  The one well that was identified and incorporated into the sampling is located on PD Road on the western property line.  Each of the wells was sampled for volatiles and  Bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate, a chemical found in plastics. He reported that although they could not identify a source of that chemical from ANAD, it is a chemical of concern, so the sampling was made.  No concentrations above the regulatory standard were found in any of the wells sampled.  Letters will be sent to the homeowners.

He then discussed the various sampling results from Coldwater Spring and stated that Coldwater 3, the finished water, will no longer be sampled.  The main objective is to sample from the air strippers and they are now doing that.  Coldwater 4, which is where the water goes through the towers, tested in June, was a non-detect for TCE.  In looking at the handouts, Coldwater 1 and 2 both showed an upward trend between 2002 and 2007, however, there wasn’t a huge concern because it was still below the state drinking water standard.  Mr. Frazier questioned whether the Western Bypass might have impacted the results of the testing.  Mr. Miller commented that speculating as to why the levels were going up, would be just that: speculation.  He reminded the RAB that the water levels for the past 5 years, with the exception of one year, have been extraordinarily low.  That being said, if you get less water, but have the same number of contaminants, the concentrations will go up. 

Mr. Smith then discussed the five Operable Units (OU) at ANAD.  Using an overhead, he showed the location of each unit and provided status of each.  OU 1, the groundwater in the Southeast Industrial Area, is the most complicated.  Various technologies to help restore the aquifer to its beneficial use were reviewed, but none appeared to be applicable to allow the aquifer to be restored in a cost effective and timely manner.  A Technical Impracticability Waiver (TI Waiver) was proposed, but not generally accepted by the regulatory agencies.  ANAD has agreed to go back and look at specific technologies in specific source areas and evaluate those to determine their effectiveness.  He explained the technology involved; whether it would be cost effective; and the impacts thereto.  He stated this would be a study to determine feasibility.  It won’t be implemented unless it is shown to be feasible.   Also, since the concentration levels in the plumes have been stable, it might be ineffective to attempt these technologies. 

 He identified OU 2 and OU 3 and stated OU 2 has a draft ROD and discussed the remedy.   He said OU 3 has an ROD in place.  OU 4 is under remedial investigations, and currently scheduled for funding FY10, but may happen as early as FY08.  He pointed out the location of OU 5 and discussed status.  Funding is available, starting in October.

Dr. Steffy commented on the water coming out of Coldwater Spring and asked if there were any tests to see what TCE levels might be in the water that goes down stream in Coldwater Creek. He made reference to the potential TCE impact on the Pigmy Sculpin.  It was determined that since the levels are below Maximum Contaminate Levels (MCL) required for drinking water, there has been no request from ADEM.  In addition, EPA is just beginning a study to determine the threshold level inside the sculpin.    

Mr. Smith then turned the discussion to Earth Day.   There were approximately 750 Calhoun County fourth graders in attendance.  He explained that the students learned about groundwater contamination and what happens to contamination when it gets into the water.  He presented a slide show of the students at several of the different activities at Earth day.

Tracy Williams, ANAD, was then introduced to discuss the ANAD Sustainability Program.  She explained that a sustainability program is a long-range plan on how people can be better stewards of the environment.  She cited some successful programs in Chattanooga and Eufala and discussed some recent meetings with the City of Anniston.  She spoke of a planned community workshop in January where the local stakeholders attend and become aware of the long-range sustainability plans at ANAD and how they can be incorporated into the local area. 

Dr. Steffy then asked for ideas for the next meeting.  Mr. Smith suggested having a committee of members who could look at whether or not the RAB needs to have four meetings per year.  He suggested one RAB meeting a year and developing a Technical Review Committee to meet at other times. After discussion, it was determined that Mr. Grant would lead the committee and Mr. Garrett Smith agreed to assist.  Ms Worrell requested that Pat Smith be included.  It was agreed this would be discussed at the next meeting.  Mr. Frazier stated he would like to see the RAB expanded and this might bring in more participation.  Ms. Worrell reminded the RAB that the current funding is specifically provided for restoration activities, but it might be worth looking into other options.   Another agenda item for discussion is Cooper’s Catfish Lake and the high levels of TCE there.  Mr. Grant requested that, if possible, there be a brief comparison of the Coldwater Spring flow data/sampling from the early 80s and forward. There was discussion that this might be available.  Mr. Pat Smith stated he could review the FY08 funding requirements.   

AUDIENCE COMMENTS:    


Mrs. Wanda Champion offered observations and concerns about the Choccolocco Creek and Coldwater Creek area and the habits of the fish at that location.  She further stated that after wading or sitting in the water in that area, her body feels sticky after drying off. She had concerns about the effects from that water and the potential of TCE being in it.  Mr. Carl Blair, ATSDR, told Ms. Champion that he would get her number and have physicians talk to her about her body’s exposure to TCE.  

ADJOURNMENT:  


It was determined to hold the next meeting on December 10, 2007.

The meeting was adjourned.
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