
Anniston Army Depot

Restoration Advisory Board

June 9, 2003

Anniston City Meeting Center

Anniston, Alabama 36201
CO-CHAIR:   Dr. Barry Cox; COL Gerald Bates

CALL TO ORDER:


     Co-Chairman, COL Gerald Bates, called the meeting to order shortly after 6:00 P.M. He welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded the audience that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss groundwater issues and that comments from the audience would be entertained at the end of the formal meeting.  He then called the roll.  Since a quorum was not present, the February minutes were not approved.  COL Bates briefly spoke on the lack of RAB Board Member attendance and the effects that it has on the ability for the RAB to conduct its business and complete its mission.  He then introduced Mr. Pat Smith, the replacement for Susan Abston, and asked him to give an update on the monitoring of the well sampling.  

PRESENTATIONS:


Using charts and a handout, Mr. Smith described his presentation and stated he would discuss the status of the remedial investigation; the results of the annual private well sampling and the revisions of the Emergency Response Plan (ERP), including the status of the air stripper funding.

Mr. Smith reported that no wells have been drilled since the February RAB meeting and identified the location of five shallow wells and one deep well that will be installed probably within the next three months.  He discussed the sampling and the data that will be collected from the wells. He explained that the wells will be sampled and the data combined with existing data to develop a comprehensive groundwater remedial investigation report.

He stated that the partnering team has also agreed to use an advanced simulation modeling approach called optimization modeling, which will predict vital information about the plume.  This information will assist in determining potential remedial options as well as help reduce costs.   


Fifty-six private drinking wells were sampled in April and no TCE was detected in any of these wells.  On a map, he pointed out the off-post monitoring wells, which are different from the private wells, and Coldwater Springs that are sampled on a monthly basis. 

All sampling results were consistent with previous months, with the exception of a spike in Coldwater 1 that had a result of 5.1, which is just slightly over the drinking water standard of five parts per billion.  The Anniston Water Works, ADEM, and EPA were immediately notified of the spike and the well was sampled again in May.  The May results were provided within forty-eight hours with a reading of 4.4. While the sampling is only required on a quarterly basis, it is now determined that due to the spike, the sampling will be done monthly.

Mr. Phillip Burgett with the Anniston Water Works stated that they sampled parallel with ANAD in April and their sample result was 3.1 on the finished drinking water as opposed to the ANAD sampling of Coldwater 1, which is not finished drinking water.


There was a brief discussion about the sampling process and the variance in the readings.  Mr. Smith explained there could be a number of reasons for different readings, but the Army is striving for the drinking water standard, which is less than five parts per billion.


Mr. Smith stated that the Army has agreed to provide funding for the air strippers for the additional treatment to the Krebs Water Treatment Facility.  The Decision Document and Memorandum Of Agreement are complete and negotiations are in effect to provide the funds, via a Relocation Alteration Contract, to the Anniston Water Works Board. Hopefully by the next RAB, there may be a report that the funding has been provided.  However, after funding, it could be six to twelve months before the air strippers are on line.

An ERP is currently being revised to provide water to the customers with both private and public water systems in the event of an emergency.  Currently the Army is evaluating a credit card system, which will allow Anniston Water Works customers to purchase bottled water with a credit card.  This will be outlined in further meetings.


Mr. Smith then explained the Community Outreach Program, which is a part of the Emergency Response Plan.  He explained that the program is to inform and educate the citizens of what TCE is, its health effects and to obtain input from the public.  Once the information is gathered, it will be compiled and a plan finalized.

  He outlined some of the parameters of the program and stated that Science Applications International (SAIC) is the contractor with two local organizations, Community Against Pollution and J. McKinney Associates, providing support.   He closed by informing the RAB members that they were an important stakeholder in the process and may be asked to develop a sub-committee in order to meet and respond more frequently than on a quarterly basis.


Mr. Walter Frazier raised his concerns over whether a dye trace study would be conducted and whether it was necessary to continue to drill wells. A discussion ensued wherein Mr. Smith explained that the drilling is a CERCLA requirement to find the extent of contamination and cannot be stopped.  After the strippers are installed, a feasibility study will be conducted and a remedial option will be chosen.  COL Bates reiterated that no well had been drilled since the last RAB meeting.


Mr. Keith Howland raised the question about the TCE count of twelve parts per billion found in the Talladega City Water.  He asked if it was related to the underground aquifer at ANAD.  Mr. Smith replied that he had spoken to an official in Talladega and they do not think it has anything to do with ANAD.  There was a brief discussion about this issue.

Ms. Joan McKinney discussed some of the RAB administrative issues.  Low attendance by RAB members has resulted in a failure to conduct the regular RAB business.  Lacking a quorum of members at the meeting has made it impossible to approve any changes, elect any new members, approve any minutes, etc.  This, in turn, prevents the most recent information to be inputted to the RAB website or the most recent documents filed in the repositories in the local libraries.  This is a disservice to the public and is counter to the purpose of the RAB, which is to act as a conduit to the public. 

There was a discussion among the members of how to solve this situation. COL Bates suggested that an email be sent to all members, encouraging them to either attend the next meeting or send a voting representative.  If they did not respond or attend, then their membership would be reviewed by the members and be voted off the board.  All members were in favor of this.


Mr. David Baker, audience member, commented on the importance of educating the public and encouraged the RAB to continue to do so. 


Agenda items for the next board meeting include updates on the Monitoring Wells Remedial Investigation Update, Construction Schedule for the Air Strippers, updates on the Community Relations Plan, comparison data taken by ANAD and Anniston Water Works Board.


It was tentatively determined to hold the next meeting on September 8, 2003. 

ADJOURNMENT:


COL Bates received motion to adjourn; it was seconded and unanimously approved.
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