
Anniston Army Depot

Restoration Advisory Board

June 12, 2005

Anniston City Meeting Center

Anniston, Alabama 36201

CO-CHAIR:  COL Alexander B. Raulerson; Dr. Barry Cox 

MEMBERS PRESENT: COL Alexander B. Raulerson; Mr. Lucius Burton (sitting in for Mr. Baker; Dr. Barry Cox; Mr. Ronald Grant; Britt Harrington (sitting in for Dr. Mary Harrington); Ms. Dawn Landholm; Ms. Helen Leatherwood; Mr. John-David Reaves; Mr. Garrett Smith; Dr. David Steffy.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Dr. Thomas Baucom; Mr. Jack Boydston; Mr. Pete Conroy; Mr. Walt Frazier; Mr. James Hall; Commissioner Eli Henderson; Mr. Wayne Livingston; Mr. Jim Miller; Mr. Roosevelt Parker. (These members did not have designated representatives.)

CALL TO ORDER:
        Dr. Cox called the meeting to order shortly after 6:00 P.M.  After welcoming everyone to the quarterly meeting, he explained how the RAB conducts the meeting, i.e., the RAB formal business meeting and then the opportunity for audience concerns and questions.   The roll was called and members present and absent are listed above.   The visitors were then asked to introduce themselves 

Because there was no quorum, the March 2005 minutes were not approved.  They were presented before the board at this meeting and approved.  Ms Joan McKinney encouraged the RAB members to find people that are interested in what we do and would like to serve on the board.

PRESENTATIONS:

Mr. Patrick Smith began by announcing that the depot is applying for open burning, open detonation permit.  A public meeting will be held on June 30th at the Anniston Chemical Community Outreach Center for public comments. He also announced that Dwight Hollon has accepted a position with another company and introduced Dave Davis will be the new SAIC representative.  He also stated that the Ribbon Cutting for the air strippers was held on May 10th and the strippers are in operation.  Mr. Grant asked if the OBOD and the permit was routine or something.  Mr. Smith replied that this is a routine and nothing had changed.  Ms. Worell added that as part of that meeting they would address long-term storage of roll-on/roll-off boxes.  She also stated that sampling of surface water would be done to submit with the application, and that this is required to get an open burn permit.  

The main topic for the night was the sampling update for Coldwater Springs.  Mr. Smith stated that he was going to continue his discussion of some proposed revisions from the previous meeting.  He also said that they would discuss some uncertainties about the data collected, the feasibility study and the alternatives that can be analyzed to figure out the best way to remedy the sites.  

Using slides, Mr. Smith showed that there are 3 sites for sampling at the Coldwater Springs.  The first is where it bubbles up out of the springs.  The second (Coldwater 2) is where it comes in the plant intake and the final destination, after it goes through the air samplers and is the finished product.  It was noted that the TCE concentrations for one of the sites, Coldwater 2, during the month of March, had peaked at five parts per billion, which is the maximum contaminant level.  During the month of April, it went down below 5 again.  Looking at the data, it was concluded that during the months of March and April the contaminants seem to elevate because of the rainfall amounts.  It is assumed that over the next few months, and even years, the trend will continue.  However, during the event of the high elevation of contaminants, the air strippers did their job and caught all of it.  

At the last meeting, proposed revisions to the monitoring program were discussed, which entailed reducing the number of wells from 130 down to 41.  Since there was not a lot of support for that decision, it was re-evaluated.  The plan is to move from plume delineation to long term monitoring or just monitoring the plume’s behavior.  In studying the plume it was noted that since the plume retracts, it would not be necessary to have 130 plumes to monitor, but that 41 would suffice.  The plan does not require abandoning the wells.  They would be available if needed.  So if the plan didn’t work, the plumes could be reinstated.  Chemical and biological parameters would be initiated to monitor the program, allowing the documentation of the reduction in plume concentration, the reduction of mass contaminant, and microbiological decay rates.  It was also shown that even 41 plumes were not needed, but that off-post wells that had hits were included for monitoring.  

Mr. Smith then went on to discuss uncertainties in the monitoring.  It is known that there are three groundwater zones; the residuum, the weather bedrock, and the unweathered still fractured.  There were four source areas where there was dense nonaqueous phase liquid (DNAPL), a sludge-like material that smears down into the fractures of the rock.  Those areas are the landfill area, the trench area, the northeast area, and the industrial area.  In stating the uncertainties, Mr. Smith stated that it was unknown the distribution of DNAPL between the three groundwater zones.  It is suspected that there are more contaminants caught in the residuum, less in the weather bedrock, and still less in the unweathered bedrock.  It is also unknown how much material is down there, and how much is actually absorbed into the rock.  If it were sitting in pools in some of the fractures it would be easy to remedy the situation by finding some technology to flush it out.  But if it is in the rock matrix, then it will slowly bleed out, which would result in a long term clean up.   Finally, the site characterization that has been done has still not identified the pathways connection southeast industrial areas to off-site receptors.  There are 39 off-post wells, and there are also a handful of private wells.  None of those wells show any sign of TCE, however, there is still TCE at the Coldwater Springs site.  Based on those facts two things are possible.  The TCE is not coming from the Depot, or that the area where the sampling being done is not tied into the fracture network that is feeding the Springs.  

In light of all these uncertainties, it was suggested that the first thing to do would be to make sure that the receptors are protected.  That has been done with the air strippers for Coldwater Springs.  There is an emergency response plan in place if anything is seen in the private wells that are monitored.  Other responses would be to eliminate source material; which has begun by introducing hydrogen peroxide injection, plume contamination, and plume treatment.  Using a slide, Mr. Smith showed what was called a Tier 1 target team with 11 alternatives.  These alternatives ranged from no-action alternatives, to excavation.  Without going into detail, Mr. Smith stated that it would be included in the feasibility study, which would be final in September.  It was suggested that at the next RAB, the discussion would focus on the alternatives.  

Dr. Steffy commented that it seemed as though Mr. Smith had contradicted himself by stating that we can reduce the number of wells because the plume is delineated, but at the same time saying that we may never know where the TCE is coming from in regards to Coldwater Springs.  Mr. Smith stated that the plume had never changed so reducing the number of wells isn’t going to tell what path the TCE is taking. 

Mr. Grant asked if the information regarding the latest studies been put into the administrative records.  Mr. Smith stated that as the phases in the remedial study become final, they are put into the administrative record, and available at the Anniston Public Library and the Depot, and an electrical copy at Jacksonville State.  

Ms. Leatherwood asked if there was any other theories as to were the contaminant was coming from, and Mr. Smith said “no”.  He stated that when James Robinson gave his talk last time, he talked about a fairly large captured zone that sprang all the way to Jacksonville or Piedmont, and that it could be coming from there.  

Mr. Smith stated that even if there weren’t a solution to the TCE problem, that options would be aggressively pursued to correct the problem.  Currently, the only TCE problem seems to be occurring in the Coldwater Springs.  All other areas that have been sampled are clear.  

Joan McKinney then came up to report the community outreach program.  The program was held at Lenlock Sports Field with several fourth grade students, and held by the Anniston Museum of Natural History.  Several businesses, as well as some of the schools had exhibits.  All of the things that were requested by RAB, Dwight put together and had on exhibit.  Several kids come around and were enthralled by the presentation.  The children were enthusiastic and participated well with the exhibit.  As a result of the exhibit, many teachers asked if the project could be taken further into the schools.  Ultimately, the presentation was a success.  The exhibit will be shown again next year.   


As far as the traveling display, it is going to be presented starting in July.  It is going to focus more on the here and now, and be a new version of what was sent around last year.  
  AUDIENCE COMMENTS:    



There were no questions from the audience.

ADJOURNMENT:  


Proposed agenda items for the next board meeting include funding for the TCE study, pollution prevention hazardous waste reduction, pictures from the presentation at the Earth Day festivities, and the results of the final feasibility study.


It was tentatively determined to hold the next meeting on September 12, 2005.

 The meeting was adjourned.
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