
Anniston Army Depot

Restoration Advisory Board

March 8, 2004

Anniston City Meeting Center

Anniston, Alabama 36201

CO-CHAIR: COL Gerald Bates, Dr. Barry Cox 

MEMBERS PRESENT: COL Gerald Bates; Dr. Thomas Baucom; Mr. Jack Boydston; Mr. Pete Conroy; Dr. Barry Cox; Mr. Walter Frazier; Mr. Ronald Grant; Mr. James Hall; Dr. Mary Harrington; Ms. Dawn Landholm; Ms. Jane Waldrep (Sitting in for Mr. Wayne Livingston); Mr. Jim Miller; Mr. John-David Reaves; Mr. Garrett Smith; Dr. David Steffy.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mr. David Baker; Mr. Tim Garrett; Mr. Keith Howland; Mr. Bruce Hutchinson; Mr. Helen Leatherwood; Mr. Roosevelt Parker; Mr. Jerry Roberts.

CALL TO ORDER:

        Dr. Cox called the meeting to order shortly after 6:00 P.M.  After welcoming   everyone to the quarterly meeting, he explained how the RAB conducts the meeting, i.e., the RAB formal business meeting and then the opportunity for audience concerns and questions.  The visitors were then asked to introduce themselves.  The roll was called and members present and absent are listed above.  The RAB members reviewed and approved the December 2003 minutes.

NEW BUSINESS: 

     Dr. Cox asked Ms. Joan McKinney to address the RAB on administrative issues.  Ms. McKinney discussed proposed changes to the ANAD RAB Charter. She emphasized need for making editorial changes as well as changes to the restrictive time lines of releasing information to members.  She also suggested members have only one excused absence, explaining business cannot be conducted without a quorum present.  A resolution was discussed for members to remain on the board by having a voting representative when members were unable to attend.  It was proposed that a proxy be designated to attend for the absentee presenting a proxy form or simple written note. A brief discussion was held about the proposals. RAB members voted to remove Mr. Tim Garrett from the board for non-attendance.  

 Ms. McKinney asked the members if they had reviewed the RAB member application for Mr. John-David Reaves.  The board voted to add Mr. Reaves to the RAB.  He was immediately seated with the members.  She stated that J. McKinney Associates would be soliciting sector recruitment and encouraged the RAB members to do the same. 

PRESENTATIONS:

Mr. Patrick Smith, ANAD Installation Restoration Program Manager, gave a quick overview of the issues that would be covered in this meeting.  Using slides and handouts, Mr. Smith discussed the status of the Monthly Sampling Update, including the Coldwater Spring trends.   He pointed out two wells at the south end of Cooper’s pond, MW-13 on Self Road and the three at Coldwater Springs.  Also, he pointed out that the off-post wells and Coldwater 1,2, & 3 were below the maximum TCE levels from the results obtained in January 2004.  He explained the plotting of the trends starting in March 2002 and compared the current data with that data.  A short discussion ensued concerning the one sampling of Coldwater-1 where a reading of 5.1 was detected.  Pointing out the monthly sampling data for the off-post wells and Coldwater Springs, he stated that results on all wells sampled for the last ten months were below the maximum contaminate levels, which is five parts per billion. There was a brief discussion about links between spikes and rainfall.  He stated that USGS is conducting a study on the recharge area of Coldwater Springs, but it has not been published.  

Mr. Smith stated there was enough data collected for a Remedial Investigation (RI).       He gave an overview of some remedial strategies and alternatives.   He summarized the evaluation criteria required by EPA.    The remedial strategies included removal, destruction, and immobilization of the contaminant.   He explained the treatment of each of these strategies.  He concluded by stating that the Feasibility Study (FS), which should be finalized by the end of ’05, will outline the best remedial strategy.   A lengthy discussion followed about the strategies, the various risks involved and the potential of a Technical Investigation (TI) Waiver.  Mr. Frasier voiced concern about risks of performing more tests when the air strippers should eliminate the TCE in the water.  Mr. Smith explained that all options must be considered before a TI Waiver is pursued.   

Using a slide presentation and handout, Mr. John Nocera, Project Manager, Malcolm Pirnie Inc., discussed the progress of the Military Munitions Response Program (MMRP).  This program, which was introduced in the Dec ’03 RAB meeting, is directed by SecDef and provides for investigation and response at non-operational defense sites that may have unexploded ordnance, discarded military munitions or munitions constituents.   Using a map, he pointed out the locations of the recoilless rifle and the pistol ranges at ANAD and showed photographs of the types of ordnance used on these ranges.  He explained the various methods used to gather information and stated that sampling is being conducted to determine what further action is needed on these ranges.  He reviewed the steps already completed and said that the draft report summary should be available by the end of April for draft review.   

Using handouts, Ms. Joan McKinney gave an update on The Community Outreach Program. She pointed out that according to a recent community survey, approximately 85 percent of the respondents stated they knew nothing about the TCE issues. The survey indicated that mailing newsletters and fact sheets were determined to be the best method of informing people in the community about these issues.   These publications would be on record at JSU and the Anniston Public Library. They would announce future meetings concerning TCE and would include information about water quality and other issues. A traveling exhibit will be placed in various places, such as libraries and community centers.  Presentations, lasting approximately one hour, will be made at four schools at the beginning of the next school year.  Along with the presentation, handouts and fact sheets will be available.  Presentations will also be made at civic groups and adult study groups.  This information will be available through media releases as well as the ANAD webpage.  The RAB members were asked to give input.  Some suggestions include: a link to the AWWSB website, ongoing projects with senior high school students, supplementing teachers of History and Social Studies, and using the pilot (currently targets four schools) as a benchmark for an ongoing project accessible to more schools, term papers, scholarships, class field trips to the Depot, informative speakers on the topic in local schools, and holding open meetings in schools to generate interest and involvement from students in the activities of their community.   Mr. Pete Conroy volunteered assistance for the outreach and the traveling exhibit program.  Mr. Garrett Smith suggested that as things develop, emails be sent to the members for input.
    AUDIENCE COMMENTS:    

             No Comments.

ADJOURNMENT:  

    Proposed agenda items for the next board meeting include Presentation on TCE Issues; Updates on the Monitoring Wells; Remedial Investigation Update, Discussion of the Potential Remedial Options, DOD RAB Guidance Changes and the Community Outreach Program updates.


It was tentatively determined to hold the next meeting on June 14th, 2004.

 Dr. Cox received a motion to adjourn; it was seconded and unanimously approved.                  
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