
Anniston Army Depot

Restoration Advisory Board

March 7, 2005

Anniston City Meeting Center

Anniston, Alabama 36201

CO-CHAIR:  COL Alexander B. Raulerson; Dr. Barry Cox 

MEMBERS PRESENT: COL Alexander B. Raulerson; Dr. Thomas Baucom; Mr. Pete Conroy; Dr. Barry Cox; Mr. Walter Frazier; Mr. Ronald Grant; Mr. James Hall; Dr. Mary Harrington; Ms. Dawn Landholm; Ms. Helen Leatherwood; Mr. Phillip Burgett (sitting in for Mr. Jim Miller); Mr. John-David Reaves; Mr. Garrett Smith; Dr. David Steffy.

MEMBERS ABSENT:    Mr. David Baker; Mr. Jack Boydston; Commissioner Eli Henderson; Mr. Wayne Livingston; Mr. Roosevelt Parker. (These members did not have designated representatives.)

CALL TO ORDER:
        Dr. Cox called the meeting to order shortly after 6:00 P.M.  After welcoming everyone to the quarterly meeting, he explained how the RAB conducts the meeting, i.e., the RAB formal business meeting and then the opportunity for audience concerns and questions.  The visitors were then asked to introduce themselves.  The roll was called and members present and absent are listed above.   Ms. Joan McKinney stated that three members – Messrs Hutchinson, Howland and Roberts – were sent a notification memorandum on December 7, 2005, informing them that in accordance with the Charter, they would be released from the board due to non-attendance.   The members unanimously voted to dismiss them from the RAB. 

Because there was no quorum at the December 2005 meeting, the September 2005 minutes were not approved.  They were presented before the board at this meeting and approved.  Ms McKinney then stated that after the December 2005 minutes had been transmitted to the RAB members last week, she received a correction from Mr. Grant.  She explained the error and identified the correction in the minutes.  The RAB approved the December 2005 minutes. 

PRESENTATIONS:

Mr. Patrick Smith began by giving a quick overview of the subjects that would be covered in the meeting.  He stated that there were two guest speakers: Mr. John Nocera from Malcolm Pirnie, who would provide an update of the Military Munitions Response Program (MMRP) and Mr. Jim Robinson from the U.S. Geological Survey, who would discuss the hydrology of the Coldwater Spring.  Mr. Smith then briefly updated the Community Outreach Program by stating that the program was presented to the Home School Association of Calhoun County.  Thirty-five students participated.  

With slides and handouts, he discussed the Feasibility Study (FS), compiling information and evaluating technology that would allow the aquifer to be restored to its beneficial use. Until the investigation is completed and a remedy is set into place, monitoring and tracking the plume (hot spots) is necessary to make sure it is behaving as predicted. Currently, 120 wells plus off-post wells are being sampled on a monthly basis.  A proposed revision of the monitoring strategy would reduce that number to 41, both on-post and off-post and wet season, dry season sampling.  Also proposed is not only monitoring for chemicals of concern but also for geochemical and bacteriological parameters to ensure that the environment is still conducive for natural attenuation of the contaminants.

Pointing to a map, he indicated where proposed locations for sampling points and down gradient off-site wells that historically have detections in both the industrial area and the old land field/lagoon area. The map also showed both zones of background wells, which are up gradient.  He stated that Coldwater Spring would continue to be sampled on a monthly basis even after the air strippers have been installed.  Mr. Burgett stated he felt the air strippers would be completed within about a month.
 Mr. Smith showed recent data plotting TCE concentrations for the spring, indicating Coldwater One reading at 4.6 parts per billion (ppb) where it had jumped from 3.7 from the last reading. It doesn’t seem to have a cycle, following neither a dry nor a wet season. A short discussion ensued concerning the various sampling locations and the increase in numbers in January. 

Mr. James Robinson commented on the lag time between the hydrological events such as rainfall and drought, and a discharge from the spring.  He indicated a possibility of multiple sources for the spring therefore there would be different responses to rainfall events.

Mr. Nocera, from Malcolm Pirnie, as part of the March 2004 follow-up, discussed the status of MMRP that provided for the investigation and response to non-operational defense sites with munitions and explosives of concern. He reported that they were 95% complete with their site inspection that included two main project goals:  to collect information that would determine if any of the areas should undergo a remedial investigation study delineating contamination and to take care of any problems should an immediate threat be determined.  The secondary goal is to collect information to help determine cost estimates for the cleanup of the sites.  He discussed the phases of the project and stated they were in process of writing a site inspection report with conclusions and recommendations.  Two sites had originally been identified for investigation, however, during the historical records review, another munitions response site, a buffer area around the current active burning ground on the installation, was discovered. He discussed, in detail, the results of the investigation of each site and identified them on the maps.  

As a result of his findings, Mr. Nocera made the following recommendations: Two acres of the recoilless rifle range impact area to go to a remedial investigation and feasibility study (RI/FS) for further investigation.  The 26 acres down range are being recommended for no further investigation.  No further investigation is being recommended for the burning ground buffer area since there was no detection of MEC or MC.  A little over an acre of the pistol range is recommended for RI/FS, just for the munitions constituents, because of the lead projectiles that were found.  The finalized SI report is expected within the next month.

Mr. Robinson presented the results of the study completed to determine the age and source of water to the springs associated with the Jacksonville Thrust Fault.  The Anniston Water Works and Sewer Board and the U.S. Geological Survey funded this study.

Mr. Robinson proceeded to report on Coldwater Springs, the largest public water supply in Calhoun County. Four main objectives were addressed: 1) to characterize the source of water to the springs associated with the fault; 2) to estimate the age of the water that’s discharged from the springs; 3) to estimate the source area of water that’s discharged from the springs, the recharge area; and, 4) to evaluate the vulnerability of the springs used for public water supply to contamination from sources of land surface. He discussed the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s concerns of the threatened species, the pygmy sculpin, as an additional consideration.

Explaining the unique geology of the region, he stated that the caves and sinkholes that are common in this area pose a difficult problem for groundwater investigation.  He provided a comparison of water quality between the local and regional flow systems in Calhoun County. He discussed the various procedures, charts, graphs and models used in preparing the report. Based on the information collected from wells and springs, the median age of the water is about 18 years and it takes approximately six months for the aquifer that supplies water to Coldwater Spring to show the effects of a rainfall or a drought event. The primary source of water to Coldwater, Germania and Piedmont Springs appears to be a deep, regional aquifer with some shallow sources.     Due to the blended sources, this all suggests the springs have a low vulnerability to the local sources of contamination. There was a brief discussion by the RAB members during this presentation.  The RAB members were provided with copies of the formal report. 

The RAB then discussed the validity in the recommendation of reducing sampling wells versus the information in the USGS report that states the aquifer flow is unpredictable. Mr. Smith announced that Coldwater Springs would continue to be regularly sampled and while the sampling parameters would be increased, there will be a smaller group of wells and on a less frequent basis that get sampled.

Mr. Dwight Hollon informed the RAB that on the 24th of February a presentation was made to the Cheaha Home School Association at the Anniston Museum of Natural History.  He stated that all the suggestions offered by the RAB had been incorporated into his presentation along with a display of rocks and core samples.  He said that the presentation was successful as the thirty-five students between grades 4 through 10 were attentive and asked many questions. Even better, parents who attended also showed great interest, asking to be placed on a mailing list for continuing information about the RAB and its activities. In addition, Wellborn School stated they are looking at including this presentation during their Earth Day recognition around the end of April.

Ms. Joan McKinney announced that David West of the Extension System, in conjunction with the Anniston Museum of Natural History, is holding a big Earth Day event at the Lenlock Community Center.  It should involve both city and county schools and is aimed at 4th grade students. SAIC would set up a booth and make presentations.  She also noted there would be several other sponsors and exhibitors, including the Anniston Water Works, which was confirmed by Rodney Owens.

There was brief discussion about the recruitment of members for the board.  Everyone felt comfortable having a board of fifteen members as long as they would attend the meeting. 

  AUDIENCE COMMENTS:    



There were no questions from the audience.

ADJOURNMENT:  


Proposed agenda items for the next board meeting include expanding the justification of reducing the number of monitoring wells; an update on the DoD funding flow for remediation and cleanup.  


It was tentatively determined to hold the next meeting in June 2005.

 The meeting was adjourned.
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