
Anniston Army Depot

Restoration Advisory Board

December 8, 2003

Anniston City Meeting Center

Anniston, Alabama 36201

CO-CHAIR: COL Gerald Bates, Dr. Barry Cox 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   COL Gerald Bates;  Dr. Thomas Baucom; Mr. Jack Boydston; Dr. Barry Cox; Mr. Walter Frazier; Mr. Ronald Grant; Mr. James Hall (sitting in for Dr. Mary Harrington); Commissioner Eli Henderson; Mr. Bruce Hutchinson; Ms. Dawn Landholm; Ms. Helen Leatherwood; Mr. Jim Miller; Mr. Roosevelt Parker; Mr. Garrett Smith; Dr. David Steffy.

MEMBERS ABSENT:   Mr. Echols Bryant; Mr. Pete Conroy; Mr. Tim Garrett; Mr. Keith Howland; Mr. Wayne Livingston; Dr. Christopher Randolph; Mr. Jerry Roberts; Ms. Greta Senn; Mr. Shane Thomason.

CALL TO ORDER:

        Dr. Cox called the meeting to order shortly after 6:00 P.M.  After welcoming   everyone to the quarterly meeting, he explained that the purpose of the RAB is to only address issues concerning TCE in migrating groundwater at Anniston Army Depot (ANAD).  He then explained how the RAB conducts the meeting, addressing questions and concerns from the audience.  The visitors were then asked to introduce themselves.  The roll was called and members present and absent are listed above.  A quorum was present and the July 8, 2002, November 4, 2002, February 3, 2003 and June 9, 2003 minutes were approved.

NEW BUSINESS: 

     Dr. Cox reminded the RAB members that at the previous meeting, there was a discussion on removing members for cause.  He then asked Ms. Joan McKinney to update the RAB on these procedures.  She did so and explained the various efforts taken to alert the members that a removal process would take place at this meeting. Ms. Greta Senn called and asked to be removed.  After reviewing the RAB membership listing, the members voted for removal of three current members for non-attendance.  The members removed from the RAB Board were Mr. Echols Bryant, Dr. Christopher Randolph, and Mr. Shane Thomason.  Ms. McKinney encouraged the members to find replacements for the members that were removed.  A brief discussion ensued concerning the removal of other members.  Mr. Garrett Smith requested an attendance roster be provided for each member at the next meeting.

   Dr. Cox brought attention to the two RAB membership applications on file and asked the RAB members if they wanted to vote on new members.  The members voted to add Mr. David Baker, Community Against Pollution and Mr. James Hall, Brownfield Institute, to the RAB. 
PRESENTATIONS:

     Mr. Patrick Smith, ANAD Installation Restoration Program Manager, gave a quick overview of the issues that would be covered in this meeting.  He then introduced Mr. John Nocera, Project Manager, Malcolm Pirnie Inc., a contractor who is working with Army Environmental Center and the Army Corps of Engineers. Using a slide presentation and handout, Mr. Nocera discussed the Military Munitions Response Program (MMRP).  He explained the background and stated that the mission of this program is to clean up inactive or non-operational ranges. Identifying what constitutes military munitions, he said that ANAD, which has been identified among the first on the national listing, has been funded for the clean up.  There are two ranges, a pistol range and a recoilless rifle range at ANAD that will be in this project and he identified them on the map in the handout.  He explained the phases of the plan and stated that the program is in the early stages.  Historic data will be collected and a preliminary assessment made to determine what clean up is required.  He reviewed the program schedule and said that a Technical Project Planning Session is tentatively scheduled for June 2004 with a goal of completion of final report by May 13th, 2005.  He reiterated that these dates were subject to slippage.  After a brief discussion with the RAB members, Mr. Nocera encouraged anyone with information on these ranges to get in touch with him.  The ANAD coordinator is Mr. Pat Smith and the RAB will be the forum for periodic updates on this program.  He closed by reminding the attendees that an acronym list containing many areas that he had just discussed are in the handout. 

           Using slides and handouts, Mr. Smith discussed the status of the TCE Remedial Investigation (RI).  On the charts, he pointed out the six wells that had been installed and sampled and indicated that there appeared to be sufficient information to satisfy the requirements for RI.  He explained that the Army would continue the monthly sampling of Coldwater Springs and the off-post wells and the annual sampling of the private wells. Responding to COL Bates’ query, he stated that there are currently no plans for additional drilling. He then discussed the merits of optimization modeling.  Pointing out the monthly sampling data for the off-post wells and Coldwater Springs, he stated that results on all wells sampled were below the maximum contaminate levels, which is five parts per billion.


He then discussed the partnering effort between the US Army and the Anniston Water Works and Sewer Board (AWWSB).  Mr. Smith stated that an Emergency Response Plan (ERP) is being developed with two separate programs, one for public water systems and one for private water systems.  A brief discussion followed about the water sampling and the air strippers.

        After a brief recess, Mr. Jim Miller, AWWSB, explained that Coldwater Springs has been monitored ever since there was technology to do so.  He talked about TCE and other contaminants and discussed the acceptable levels. He gave the data of recent levels of TCE and the current status. Explaining the concerns of what TCEs might mean in the long run, he talked about the partnership with the US Army and the proactive stand that is now being taken.  The Army has appropriated 1.6 million dollars for the AWWSB to build air strippers that treat the TCE down to non-detect level. He stated that with the exception of the electrical work, the design and installation of the air strippers would be completed by AWWSB.


Using slides, Mr. Phillip Burgett, AWWSB, discussed the technology of air strippers.  He pointed out the location of the Krebs Water Treatment Plant and identified the site where the air strippers will be installed.  He gave a detailed explanation on how the air strippers operate to remove contaminates.  He explained that he would be working on the design of the air strippers and would probably be finished within two months.  The design plan will then be submitted to ADEM.  The materials will be ordered and should arrive within fourteen to sixteen weeks.  Construction will begin as soon as the plans are approved by ADEM.  It should take nine or ten months to complete the construction.  Six air stripping towers will be built initially with plans for two additional ones. 


A brief discussion developed over the potential of contaminated air being released from the air strippers.  Mr. C.H. Cox, ADEM, assured the RAB that the Air Division at ADEM had reviewed that issue and no concerns were necessary.  Mr. Neil Sass, State Toxicologist, also confirmed that there was no need to be concerned over the release of contaminated air from the strippers.  Ms. Patsy Goldberg, EPA, suggested that while it was not an EPA recommendation, consideration might be given to install some air canisters during the initial stages of operation as a precautionary measure.  Mr. Miller replied that this might be is something that can be looked at.


Mr. Dwight Hollon, Senior Geologist, SAIC, gave an update on the Community Outreach Program being developed to educate the public on the TCE issue and the steps being taken to safeguard Coldwater Springs.  He said that SAIC had been tasked to get local entities to work with this Outreach Program and they had selected J. McKinney Associates (JMA) and Community Against Pollution (CAP).  He explained that the objective for the Outreach Programs is to inform the community, identify their concerns and get the community involved.  The first step was a survey that was completed last fall by both JMA and CAP with a compilation by SAIC.  He discussed the survey coverage area, demographics, and responses and offered some of the results of this survey.  One of the most significant results is, of the seventy-five people surveyed who received their drinking water from AWWSB, eighty-eight percent said they had received little or no information of the water issues.  Only four percent of those interviewed indicated that they had any communication with ANAD about water-related issues.  When interviewed about the Emergency Response Plan and the possibility of using bottled drinking water for a period of time, sixty percent preferred a credit card system to obtain bottled drinking water; twenty percent preferred bottled water distributed in their area and twenty percent had no preference.  Mr. Hollon explained that the Draft Community Involvement Plan was issued November 19th, 2003 to the Government stakeholders. The tentative date set for the public meeting is February 20th, 2004.  He explained the next phase of the plan is to go to the community and address issues on water and TCEs.


  There was a brief discussion about how the Outreach Program could be better enhanced to educate the community and reach more of the residents. Mr. Sass volunteered materials to aid in informing the public about the water issues.  Mr. James Hall also offered assistance from Brownfield Institute.  It was suggested that it might be beneficial for the RAB to comment on the plan and copies could be supplied to the members.  There was a call for RAB members to take part in the outreach program and Mr. Miller indicated that he and Mr. Owens would be glad to go out in the community to assist.  

    AUDIENCE COMMENTS:

    Mr. Morris Dover thanked SAIC for testing his well.  Mr. Donald Tibbits, who lives on Gate 8 Road, was very appreciative for the outreach program.  He has five wells on his property and he stated he got a prompt response when he called the depot about his wells.


Mr. Garrett Smith asked for a list of the members who are not attending the meeting.  Ms. McKinney responded that she would get this information to him.

ADJOURNMENT:  

    Agenda items for the next board meeting include Updates on the Monitoring Wells; Remedial Investigation Update, Discussion of the Potential Remedial Options, RAB Membership Review, and the Community Outreach Program updates.


It was tentatively determined to hold the next meeting on March 8, 2004.

 Dr. Cox received a motion to adjourn; it was seconded and unanimously approved.                  
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