
Anniston Army Depot

Restoration Advisory Board

December 6, 2004

Anniston City Meeting Center

Anniston, Alabama 36201

CO-CHAIR:  Mr. Ray Minter (Sitting in for COL Raulerson), Dr. Barry Cox 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mr. Ray Minter (sitting in for COL Alex Raulerson); Mr. David Baker; Dr. Thomas Baucom; Mr. Pete Conroy; Dr. Barry Cox; Mr. Ronald Grant; Mr. James Hall; Dr. Mary Harrington; Mr. James Miller; Mr. John-David Reaves; Dr. David Steffy.

MEMBERS ABSENT:    Mr. Jack Boydston; Mr. Walter Frazier; Commissioner Eli Henderson; Mr. Keith Howland; Mr. Bruce Hutchinson; Ms. Dawn Landholm; Ms. Helen Leatherwood; Mr. Wayne Livingston; Mr. Roosevelt Parker; Mr. Jerry Roberts; Mr. Garrett Smith. (These members did not have designated representatives)

CALL TO ORDER:

        Dr. Cox called the meeting to order shortly after 6:00 P.M.  After welcoming everyone to the quarterly meeting, he explained how the RAB conducts the meeting, i.e., the RAB formal business meeting and then the opportunity for audience concerns and questions.  The visitors were then asked to introduce themselves.  The roll was called and members present and absent are listed above.  A quorum was not present; therefore, the September meeting minutes were not approved.  Ms. Joan McKinney stated that three members – Messrs Hutchinson, Howland and Roberts - have not attended a meeting during the past year.  She recommended that these members be removed for cause at the next meeting.  She will send a notification memorandum to these three members, informing them of this action.  There was no opposition.

PRESENTATIONS:

Mr. Patrick Smith began by introducing a new member, Mr. Dilip Kothari, to the restoration team.  He then gave a quick overview of the subjects that would be covered in the meeting.  With slides and handouts, he discussed the status of the monthly sampling and reviewed the locations of the sampling points.  He began by reminding the RAB that the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for drinking water for TCE is five parts per billion.  Using the latest data as of September 04, he stated that the on-post wells, including the two at the south end of Cooper’s Pond, are just above detection levels.  The three locations at Coldwater Springs maintain a predictable consistency with finished water containing 2.8 ppb.

He explained how the plume had diminished over the past ten years.  Comparing a slide that showed the plume in 1995 and one with the current plume, he was able to portray a significant reduction. He then discussed the various factors and comparisons involved in this reduction.  

Mr. Smith discussed the funding that is expected over the next ten years and how it is planned to be spent.  After explaining the budgetary process and the distribution of the funds, he said the Anniston Army Depot’s portion in FY04 was just under five million dollars.  Over the next two fiscal years, the depot will have roughly half that amount.  The goal of having a remedy in place during FY07 will require additional efforts, so the funding will be increased to cover those expenses.     

Current projections for FY-05 and FY-06 expenditures include completion of the Feasibility Study (FS), the proposed plan and awarding of the Record of Decision (ROD).  The Technical Impracticability (TI) Waiver evaluation has already been awarded. Semi-annual sampling and monthly sampling will continue, as well as private well sampling and ground water treatment.  In FY-07, the remedy is required to be in place.  Mr. Smith stated that if the TI Waiver is granted, it might be in conjunction with another type of remedial strategy.  So, pilot testing for the source areas is needed, well sampling will continue and the ammunitions storage will probably be in long-term monitoring by then also.  

Mr. Smith then discussed Mr. Dwight Hollon’s Community Outreach presentation that is to be taken to the schools.  At the last RAB meeting, after some constructive comments from the board members, the proposed presentation was taken to Jacksonville State University (JSU), where it was reviewed by educators and put in more understandable terms for the age group involved.  Mr. Smith recommended that, rather than commenting on the presentation again, it should be discussed after it has been taken to some of the schools and some feedback has been received.  It was suggested that the thirteen-minute ANAD movie that discusses the mission of the Depot be used with this presentation.  This film provides a good portrayal of the balance of completing the industrial mission while maintaining its environmental obligation. This discussion will continue at the next RAB meeting.  

Using slides, Mr. James Miller provided an update on the progress of the air stripper construction project. He described the various stages of construction and reminded the RAB that Anniston Water Works employees with their own equipment are completing the design and most of the work, thus saving a great deal of the costs.  He stated that the spring, which produces 32 million gallons of water per day, has been virtually pristine up to this point, and due to the Army’s cooperation of resolving the TCE issue, it should continue to be so.  The six air strippers will be able to treat twenty-three and a half million gallons of water per day.  The design provides for two additional air strippers, which would allow for future treatment of thirty million gallons of water per day.  

Mr. Miller stated that the construction is on schedule and close to completion in the spring. The Army paid 1.6 million dollars and the cost will end up about 1.9 million dollars.  A brief discussion ensued concerning the operation and maintenance of the strippers. 

Mr. Dwight Hollon, SAIC, then described some of the visuals he will be using in conjunction with the school presentations. He displayed various rocks that were weathered and fractured so the students could understand some of the local geology.  He will use a drawing board and poster boards to answer questions and to show how contaminants sink into the ground.  He then used syrup in a jar with water and marbles to demonstrate how, over time, contaminants sink to the bottom.  

    AUDIENCE COMMENTS:    



There were no questions from the audience.

ADJOURNMENT:  


Proposed agenda items for the next board meeting include having Jim Robinson from USGS present the results of a study on the source of Coldwater Springs.  It was also suggested that there be some more updates on the sampling, as well as a critique on the presentation to be done at the schools, since there should have been a presentation by that time.  It was decided that there would be a presentation on the waste minimization efforts going on at the Depot; how the Depot is legally disposing of its hazardous waste.  


It was tentatively determined to hold the next meeting in March 2005.

 The meeting was adjourned.
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